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Some Think He’s Down] 

Stone glorifies Kennedy In 



A s I understand the life’s work of film director 
Oliver Stone, he intends that his movies will ele- 
vate John F. Kennedy to a sort of celebrity 
sainthood without the usual rigmarole of miracles 
certified, good works catalogued and references sub- 
: mitted by friends and co-workers 

not related by blood or marriage. 
Leonard . Stone, as I also understand it, is 

Larsen not quite satisfied that the nation’s 

• r response to the- assassination of 

JFK in 1963 was only instant enshrinement of the 
slain president at Arlington National Cemetery and 
official subscription to the myth of Camelot. 

There are guilty men and women, living and dead, 
who sent the martyred president to his tomb and they 
still haven’t been brought to book, Stone keeps telling 
; us in his movies, first “JFK” and most recently 
“Nixon.” 

r What Stone is clearly getting at — ,as dozens of 
other. theorists before him — is his own Hollywood 
creation of historical fact that President Kennedy 
was killed by conspirators who gunned him down be- 
’ cause they knew Kennedy planned to end the war in 
Vietnam. — ------ — 

“They”? Who’s “they”? 

Well, for sure, in Stone’s history, “they” were the 
CIA, the FBI, the Soviet KGB, the Mafia, the military- 
industrial complex, the Warren Commission, Jack 
Ruby, the Dallas Police Department, Lyndon B. John- 
son and the evil circle around him, teams of doctors 
and nurses, assorted generals, colonels and corporals, 



telephone operators and media operatives who cov- 
ered up the plot. 

Among the probable but not-yet-confirmed con- 
spirators, as I understand what Stone’s saying in his 
movies, is a you-pick-’em band that varies according 
to time, circumstances and personal preferences but 
might include right-wing religionists, the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, the Ku Klux Klan anc^ 
surviving members and staff of the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee. 

That’s a short list, of course, that doesn’t contain a 
threatening collection of ghosts serving among the 
conspirators that would include but not necessarily 
be limited to Joe McCarthy, John Foster Dulles, Gen. 
^Douglas MacArthur, Westbrook Pegler, William Ran- 
dolph Hearst, Fritz Kuhn, George Lincoln Rockwell, 
Earl Browder, Father Coughlin and Snow White’s 
wicked stepmother. 

And now there’s President Nixon — Stone’s nutty, 
drunked-up, vengeful, sorrowing, conscious-stricken 
Richard Nixon. 

Stone’s first installment in the march to sainthood 
for President Kennedy — “JFK” — was about the 
Kennedy assassination, the unpunished conspiracy ^ 
and the noble but slightly out-of-focus New Orleans 
prosecutor who uncovered the plot but was made to 
look like some publicity-seeking fool. 

This time around, in a long accounting of Presi- 
dent Nixon’s trials and travails, Stone tells us the 
Nixon spookiness was because of his own feelings of 
guilt that he — as vice president — somehow set the 
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right Un-American 

both ‘JFK’ 

machinery in motion that created the conspiracy that 
killed President Kennedy. 

The reviews of Stone’s latest fantasy — “Nixon” — 
have pitted Stone’s adoring cultists against damn-it- 
to-hell historical fact-minders who assert the film’s 
creator has got no business doing what he’s doing. 

Stone’s fans are inclined to view little inaccuracies 
in both “JFK” and “Nixon” as excusable excursions ( 
that help move the story. And after all, they ask, 
what’s the harm? It’s only a movie. 

Stone’s critics, as they were well-represented on a 
recent Sunday talk show by columnist George Will, 
are fearful of Stone’s impact on the nation’s under- 
standing of history and they worry — or Will does — 
that Stone’s views are downright anti-American. 

Most of us, I suspect, can’t get that worked up 
about Stone’s movies and his mission that don’t seem 
to be half so serious as either he or George Will think 
they are. 

But there is this: Stone and other murder-plot the- 
orists seem to have accumulated a crowd of conspira- 
tors in the Kennedy assassination that is now about 
the size of Chicago and its immediate suburbs. Next 
time around I hope Stone shows how an assassination 
plot has been kept secret iri a crowd that size and how 
many people have been eliminated to keep the secret. 
And do I know any of them? 
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